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the "understanding, because it is just here that the conflict
between the interests of the Ego and those of his fellow-men
wages most fiercely. The motives of perception antedate
this conflict: natural instinct follows the immediate im-
pulses of self-feeling and sympathy. In the event of a
clash between these two impulses, the preponderant force
of some one motive would soon decide matters; and not
infrequently the happy agreement of natural disposition with
natural conditions makes the intenser motive decide in a way
that satisfies our moral sense. On the other hand, the
motives of reason are beyond the sphere of the conflict
between egoism and altruism. In their case it is not the
immediate or the more remote, but the ultimate ends, of
morality that are transformed into impulses; and hence,
while doubt and error may arise regarding the means to be
chosen, there can be no dispute about the ends to be pre-
ferred. The motives of the understanding are thus the only
field for a conflict of interests. Egoism, continually sup-
pressed by the moral superiority of the social-regarding
impulses, is always renewing the struggle. At times it seems
wholly victorious, and then the balancing of individual
interests is the cmly force that restrains the otherwise un-
bounded power of selfishness. Hence we can easily see
why an exclusive consideration of the ethics of the under-
standing should have given rise to the theory, so often
maintained in the history of ethics, that the social-regarding
impulses themselves are a mere limitation, invented by
egoism, of the self-regarding activities. If the partisans
of this view had contented themselves with showing that
egoism is not, as it seems at first sight to be, in sheer
opposition to the common welfare, but that it often serves
universal ends when it seems to be directed solely towards
the individual, no objection could be brought against their
position. The fact that an intelligent selfishness often results